In the title compound, C 12 H 12 N 2 O 2 , the dihedral angle between the planes of the two pyridine rings is 5.8 (1) . Neighbouring molecules are linked via C(Me)-HÁ Á ÁN interactions, generating a two-dimensional sheet structure; C-HÁ Á Á interactions further link the molecules into a threedimensional network. An overlapped arrangement of parallel pyridine rings in neighbouring molecules [centroid-tocentroid distance = 3.6655 (15) Å ] is observed in the crystal structure.
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Cg1 and Cg2 are the centroids of the N1-and N2-rings, respectively. 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2014 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2014) ; data reduction: SAINT and XPREP (Bruker, 2014 ); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2014 (Sheldrick, 2015); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: XCIF (Bruker, 2014) .
Supporting information for this paper is available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: XU5860). The molecular structure of title compound (I) is illustrated in Fig. 1 . In the crystal, all bond lengths and angles are similar to those of the other similar 4,4′-substituted 2,2′-bipyridines (Merritt & Schroeder, 1956; Tynan et al., 2003; Pearson et al., 2004; Haberecht et al., 2005; Fujihara et al., 2005) . The dihedral angle between two pyridine rings is 5.8 (1)°. The neighbouring molecules are linked via intermolecular C-H···N interactions with an R 2 2 (16) ring motif (Etter et al., 1990; Bernstein et al., 1995) , generating 2D sheet structure as shown in Fig. 2 . An overlapped arrangement of parallel pyridine rings in neighbouring molecules [centroid-centroid distance = 3.6655 (15) Å] is observed in the crystal structure.
Furthermore, intermolecular C-H···π interactions link the molecules into a three-dimensional network, as shown in Fig. 3 .
S2. Synthesis and crystallization
Crystals of (I) suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained from solutions in acetone of a commercially available sample (Aldrich) by slow evaporation at 298 K. 
S3. Refinement
The H atoms were included in calculated positions and treated as riding atoms: C-H = 0.95-0.98Å with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms and = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic H atoms.
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atom labelling. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. 
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. Least-squares planes (x,y,z in crystal coordinates) and deviations from them (* indicates atom used to define plane) 
